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In 2025, Scholarship America celebrated major milestones in our history—and we embarked on
major initiatives that will define our future. 

Since our founding in 1958, Scholarship America has grown to become the nation's largest
administrator of scholarship programs, and 2025 marked our biggest financial impact yet. We
delivered $338 million to more than 110,000 students, bringing our total distribution to more
than $6 billion in our history. 

From our roots as a door-to-door fundraiser in a single Massachusetts town, Scholarship America
has now helped more than three and a half million students create brighter futures for themselves,
their families and their communities, and we’re just getting started.
To keep growing our impact, we are continually working to evolve alongside the ever-changing
needs of students. In 2025, that evolution included:

Launching an ambitious technology initiative to provide our sponsors and students with a more
robust, proactive and data-driven experience, including an entirely new application and
administration platform.

Working to reimagine emergency aid alongside local and regional partners, tailoring programs to
keep students on track when faced with financial challenges.

Expanding the field of scholarships to ensure support for all students, whether they’re
attending four-year universities, trade schools, community colleges or workforce certification
programs.

Through these and other efforts, Scholarship America is leading the way in meeting students
where they are, and creating streamlined pathways to support.

Even as we evolve, however, we’re committed to delivering the same combination of best-in-class
service and nonprofit mission that our sponsors, students, and supporters rely on—and that’s kept
our very first client with us for 50 years. 

By leaning on our experience even as we build for the future, Scholarship America is poised to
continue eliminating barriers to higher education and changing students’ lives. Your support is a
vital piece of that work, and I thank you for joining us in pursuit of our mission.

Best,

Mike Nylund
President & CEO
Scholarship America

Dear Friends,
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By the Numbers: 
Scholarship America Achieves Greatest Historical Annual Impact

$6 billion
Since our founding in 1958, 

Scholarship America has distributed

in scholarships to students
across the nation and around the world

$338 million
in scholarships distributed to

students in 2025
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111E000
students received Scholarship 

America awards in 2025, including:

20E000�
first-generation college students

10E000
community and trade school students

96�
of program sponsors remain

with Scholarship America 
year-over-year

85�
of programs are open to

students at two-year, trade,
and technical schools

distributed in emergency
grants to help 1,555 students

facing financial crisis

M�1D1

See our 2025 financial audit and Form 990 at 
scholarshipamerica.org/about/documentation-and-financial-information for full financial details.

17E727
students supported

Dollars for Scholars Impact in 2025

awarded to students

M�28
national chapters

431
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Receiving a childhood cancer diagnosis is
unimaginable, but it’s an unfortunate reality for
more than 1,000 children worldwide, every day. 

Kathleen Soller was 17 years old when she was
diagnosed with lymphoma cancer—a moment
that marked the beginning of a journey that
would shape her life. While spending much of
her junior and senior years of high school in the
hospital, Kathleen remembers the tremendous
support from her care team. They became more
than medical professionals, they were her
community, cheerleaders—and inspiration for
her future career.

“The connections I made with the care team
stayed with me long after I was cleared from
treatment,” she said. “Over the years, they
became more than memories, they influenced
my decision to study nursing during college and
laid the foundation for my career path.”

After completing her treatment, Kathleen
embarked on that path, with help from the
Northwestern Mutual Childhood Cancer Survivor
Scholarship. She is one of more than 370
survivors to receive more than $3 million in
scholarships through the program. 

From Survivor to Caregiver: Northwestern Mutual’s Scholarship
Turns a Childhood Cancer Diagnosis into a Healthcare Career

Kathleen Soller, RN: Previous Northwestern Mutual
Childhood Cancer Survivor Scholarship Recipient

Thanks in part to that support, Kathleen is now a
registered nurse at Cincinnati Children’s
Hospital. 

“With the scholarship, I felt a sense of relief that
allowed me to wholeheartedly pursue a career
that brings me purpose.

Despite how challenging it was at the time, my
diagnosis gave me my superpower… being able
to connect and provide a deep sense of
empathy to each one of my patients.”
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With just 326 residents, Swanville, Minnesota,
may be a small town, but its Dollars for Scholars
chapter makes a significant impact on local
students. In 2025, they awarded an average of
over $5,000 to each of the 21 seniors who
applied for a scholarship.

Since 1987, Swanville Dollars for Scholars has
awarded over $1 million to 750+ students. Many
of those early recipients are now involved as
donors and chapter leaders— proof that local
investment changes individual lives and supports
entire communities. For 2000 and 2001
graduates Ryan and Brittany Johnson, now
married and living back in Swanville, the
decision to give back was an easy one.

Swanville Dollars for Scholars Chapter Continues a Legacy of
Giving & Town-Wide Support

Pictured Above: Brittany Johnson, former Swanville Dollars
for Scholars scholarship recipient and current donor. 

“It's not even the money, it was just who it was
coming from,” says Brittany, who used her
scholarship to attend the University of
Minnesota-Duluth. “Swanville's just a really
special place.” 

And 2025 scholarship recipient Lily Peterson
sees it the same way. “They want to support my
dreams, and they want to see me go far, so one
day maybe I can come back and give back also.”

It's not even the
money, it was just
who it was coming
from. Swanville's

just a really
special place.

“
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“This act of service reflects
the shared values of our
institutions – supporting
students and removing

barriers to their success.

 - Maurice D. Edington, President of the   
 University of the District of Columbia
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In November, Scholarship America’s Irving
Innovation Awards and Partner Convening
events gathering were disrupted due to
widespread air travel cancellations. In response,
we moved quickly to ensure that no good effort
would go to waste. 

Working with local partners, including Windows
Catering, we mobilized to donate all catered
food from the postponed events to students at
the University of the District of Columbia, some
of whom were facing a pause in benefits from
the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP). As a result, our team provided hundreds
of fresh meals to students navigating food
insecurity during finals season.

Nationally, it’s estimated that 23% of college
students face some form of food insecurity, and
1.1 million are recipients of SNAP assistance.

“Our mission has always been about putting
students first,” said Mike Nylund, CEO of
Scholarship America. “While travel disruptions
changed our plans, they also gave us the
opportunity to act on that mission in a tangible
way — by redirecting resources to students who
need them most.”

Delivering For Communities: Turning Disruption into Food
Donations for College Students in Need

Pictured Left and Below: University of the District of
Columbia students collect SAI food donations.

“We are deeply appreciative of Scholarship
America’s generosity and continued
partnership,” said University of the District of
Columbia President Maurice D. Edington. “This
act of service reflects the shared values of our
institutions — supporting students and
removing barriers to their success.”
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When it comes to funding the high cost of education,
many individual donors wonder where their giving fits
in—and that’s why there’s a growing trend of donor-
advised fund (DAF) investment in scholarships. DAF
scholarship support is a simple, powerful way for
individuals to make a tangible impact in their
communities. 

In 2025, Niveau Philanthropy, a Boulder, Colorado-
based DAF, used their philanthropic investment to
create a new emergency aid program for local
students facing financial setbacks that threaten their
ability to stay in school. 

We asked Niveau Philanthropy founder Madeline
Tomseth about her goals and plans for the program—a
model for local, impactful investment.

“Many people aren’t always aware of how creative you
can be with your DAF and how you choose to give —
it’s not just “park and give.” For me, it was about
thinking about a sense of place. My priorities as a
donor are very individual and specific. Additionally, I
always seek partnership and ask: How can we meet
this moment, serve immediate needs, and also move
the needle toward systemic change?

In the case of the emergency aid fund, we needed fast
funding for students who had lost SNAP benefits and
were in that critical moment of deciding whether to
buy groceries or make it to class. I shared my priorities
with Scholarship America and trusted their expertise.
We co-created the program and were able to get
funding out to the community quickly, which was my
motivation—a thousand dollars can often make the
difference between graduation and dropping out.

For me, it’s about thinking creatively about what I care
about, finding trusted partners, and creating the
systems change we’re seeking as donors. It was a great
alignment with Scholarship America.”

Innovating for Impact: A Donor’s
Mission to Deliver Emergency Aid 

Pictured Right: Madeline Tomseth, Niveau Philanthropy Founder

Nearly 40% of college students drop out
without completing a degree, often for
financial setbacks of $1,000 or less. 

Scholarship America’s Emergency Aid
programs provide students with small
grants when they’re needed most—and
those small investments often prevent a
much greater crisis.

“I am a single mother of three children
and struggle to meet my financial
obligations. School is so important to me,
and despite all the stress, I have managed
to keep my goal in mind and hope with
[the grant] I can continue on.”
 
— Emergency aid grant recipient
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For 24 years, Scholarship America has honored the
sacrifice of those affected by the September 11
attacks by helping their children pursue higher
education and build brighter futures.

Co-founded by President Bill Clinton and Senator
Bob Dole in 2001, the Families of Freedom
Scholarship Fund was created in response to one of
our nation's darkest moments. 

Since 2002, the Fund has awarded $193 million in
scholarships to 3,877 children of those who lost their
lives or were permanently disabled as a result of the
attacks. Recipients include children of airplane crew
and passengers, World Trade Center and Pentagon
workers, and first responders and recovery
personnel who participated in rescue efforts.

The Fund will continue supporting students through
2030, ensuring that even the youngest children
impacted by 9/11 have access to the educational
opportunities they deserve. Families of Freedom
continues to transform remembrance into
opportunity—honoring the courage and service of
those who cared for our nation by caring for the
families they left behind.

Pictured: NYC Fire Department firefighters overlook New York City. 

Honoring´Service´L´Empowering
Student´Futures´for´24´Years

The´Families´of´Freedom
Scholarship´has´made´a
huge´difference´in´my
lifeD´Instead´of´worrying
every´day´about´how´I�m
going´to´afford´schoolE
I�ve´been´able´to´spend
my´time´focusing´on´my
classesE´getting
involvedE´and´working
toward´my´futureD´

 — Ariel Council, Families of Freedom
      scholarship recipient

Q
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Celebrating 20 Years of Aramark’s IN2WORK Scholarship
                                             Celebrating its 20  anniversary in 2025, the Aramark Correctional Servicesth

                                             IN2WORK program has worked with thousands of incarcerated individuals and
                                             their families, offering educational programs and foodservice industry
certifications for a path to success both during and post-incarceration. 

“IN2WORK students gain a sense of pride while participating in the program 
and this only continues once they have graduated,” said IN2WORK director 
Nicole McVaugh. “The knowledge and skills that students learn through the 
program help build confidence and competence. Graduates of the 
program become mentors – assisting in teaching the class, conducting 
study groups to get ready for the certifications, taking an active 
leadership role with the program. 

In some locations, graduates can earn a paid internship through
IN2WORK, allowing graduates to support themselves, help loved
ones back home and create a savings to prepare for release.”

Program participants have opened food trucks, earned 
technical degrees in HVAC and electrical work, received 
CDL certification and more. By offering scholarships to
program graduates as well as their family members, 
Aramark is leveraging the power of education to help 
people change their trajectories and build bright futures.

Scholarship America’s programs are designed to
help students from all walks of life follow the
path that’s right for them. Along with the world
of higher education, we’ve innovated our
programs, expanding outside the realm of
traditional four-year degrees and ensuring every
student sees themselves as “scholarship
material.”

The growing skills gap means there’s never been
a better time for students to pursue a trade
career. Making training and education programs 

Scholarships Show Students They Are “Scholarship Material,” 
No Matter Their Pathway

more attainable means more people can access
the rising wages and job security of trade jobs.
And there’s no better way to make that happen
than by expanding scholarships, apprenticeship
retention grants, and emergency aid for
vocational colleges, trade schools, and
apprenticeship programs.

At Scholarship America, whether it’s a traditional
college track or an outside-the-box solution,
we’re here to work with our sponsors on behalf
of all kinds of students.

Pictured Right: IN2WORK recipient attends a postsecondary class.
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Fifty years ago, The Toro Company became
Scholarship America’s first corporate sponsor,
setting the foundation for both organizations
to grow their impact together. What began as
a commitment to supporting the children of
Toro employees has grown into a legacy that
has touched the lives of countless students
and families across generations—and we are
proud to celebrate a milestone that reflects
five decades of meaningful impact. 

“For 50 years, our partnership with
Scholarship America has reflected who we are
as a company and what we believe in,” said
Rick Olson, Chairman & CEO, The Toro
Company. “Education changes lives—not just
for individuals, but for families and
communities. 

By investing in our scholarship, we are
investing in the children of our employees and
supporting their academic journeys, their
ambitions, and their futures. This commitment
is about honoring our people and ensuring
opportunities continue for generations to
come. We look forward to many more years
of collaborative impact.”

To date, The Toro Company and Scholarship
America have distributed more than $4.7
million in scholarships to 1,409 students, a
testament to what a sustained, purpose-
driven partnership can accomplish. Today,
that partnership is as strong as ever, and the
stories it has made possible represent
generations of support. 

The Toro Company
Scholarship Scholar Spotlight
For Daniela Fernanda Pacheco Saenz, The Toro
Company scholarship meant more than financial
relief — it meant an acknowledgement of her
hard work and promising future. "Receiving this
scholarship meant a great deal to both me and
my family,” she said. 

“Starting university is an exciting but also
challenging step, especially financially. Knowing
that I had support from the beginning of my
Biomedical Engineering studies gave me
confidence and peace of mind. Beyond the
financial help, the scholarship made me feel
recognized and motivated. It reminded me that
my effort and dedication matter." 

As a first-year student at Universidad Autónoma
de Ciudad Juárez, Daniela is already clear about
the path ahead. "My education has shaped my
passion for science, technology, and problem-
solving. I want to contribute to improving
people's lives through medical innovation and
technology—and this scholarship has helped
make that possible."

50 Years of Partnership with
The Toro Company
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Pictured Above: John Rodriguez, Dr. Irving Fradkin
Community Champion awardee. 

Pictured Above: North Tama Dollars for Scholars 2025
scholarship recipients pose with their award checks.

                                                      As Scholarship America’s original, community-based program, Dollars for
                                                      Scholars continues to deliver on our founder, Dr. Irving Fradkin’s vision of
                                                      equitable education through grassroots support. 

Dedicated to hometown student success, Dollars for Scholars provides a wealth of assistance by harnessing
the power of community. Every day thousands of volunteers and donors across 29 states and the District of
Columbia are empowering students in their own backyards—and we are proud to honor 2025’s Community
Impact and Community Champion awardees for their outstanding commitment to their students.

Carrying on Dr. Fradkin’s Vision: 2025 Dollars for Scholars
Community Impact & Community Champion Awardees

Dr. Irving Fradkin Community Impact
Award: North Tama DFS Chapter

When the North Tama (Iowa) Dollars for Scholars
chapter was established in 2019, one of their
primary values was to provide impactful
scholarships for students who needed them the
most, regardless of their chosen educational
pathway.  

Today, nearly half of the chapter’s scholarships
are awarded to students attending trade,
technical, or community colleges. This approach
ensures the chapter’s scholarships meet the
evolving needs of their community and provides
the same level of support for students pursuing
a wide array of future careers.

Dr. Irving Fradkin Community
Champion: John Rodriguez

John Rodriguez has been involved with
Worcester Latino Dollars for Scholars (WLDS)
since its founding, starting as a volunteer more
than 30 years ago and serving as president since
1998. 

Under his leadership, the chapter has grown into
one of the city’s largest Latino-serving
organizations, awarding 40 scholarships of
$1,000 each to graduates. He is a tireless
advocate for Worcester’s students and a source
of support for families, providing community-
centered expertise as they navigate the complex
world of higher education.
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Meghan Hussey Lim is Scholarship America’s
Associate Vice President of Institutional
Partnerships—and a recipient of several
scholarships from Windsor Locks Dollars for
Scholars, her hometown chapter. We spoke to
her about her DFS experience, and about
coming full circle to work at Scholarship
America.

“When I was going off to college, I was
accepted to a selective school that had a good
financial aid package. But there was still a gap—
our expected family contribution was definitely
going to require some sacrifice and investment. 
So I started applying for different scholarships
and opportunities, [including] Windsor Locks
Dollars for Scholars. When I graduated, I got
three scholarships from the chapter; one in
particular was the most meaningful for me. My
sister is autistic, and my mom runs our local
Special Olympics chapter. I've been involved in
that since I was seven, volunteering and being a
part of their inclusive sports program. 

My first unified partner, which is the term for the
“buddy” you participate with, was named Emily.
She was my age and had Down syndrome, and
she passed away when we were 13. Her parents
started a memorial scholarship for her, through
Dollars for Scholars, for students who had
volunteered a lot with the disability community
or were going into a related field. 

Getting that scholarship was so meaningful; I
knew I was always going to continue
volunteering with that community, and I did in
college while I was studying international
relations. But then my career pivoted and I
ended up working in international disability work
for a lot of the early part of my career. I've joked
with Emily’s mom that, through that scholarship,
Emily knew it was kind of meant to be. 

From DFS Recipient to
Scholarship America Leader

Pictured Above: Meghan Hussey Lim, Scholarship
America’s AVP of Institutional Partnerships

I still think back on having that support from my
community. The whole town is really sending
students off to fulfil their dreams, wherever
that's going to take them. And it feels very full
circle to now be working at Scholarship America,
and to be looking for different ways that we can
increase our support of Dollars for Scholars,
grow that grassroots support for students and
connect them to more scholarships in their
communities and across the country.” 
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Enterprise Replatforming
To continue fulfilling our mission for decades to come, Scholarship America invested in a next-generation
scholarship management platform, selecting Submittable as our technology partner. This transformational
upgrade creates a more secure, accessible, and user-friendly experience for both students and sponsors
while providing a scalable foundation to support more students and programs in the years ahead. 

For sponsors, the new platform will offer flexible, robust data insights to help tell their story and maximize
program impact. New features include real-time data updates and reporting, pre-built and custom
visualizations and dashboards, and export-ready reports.

The enhanced student experience will make applying for and managing scholarships more seamless,
accessible, and intuitive, empowering students to:

The world of scholarships is constantly evolving and so are the students who turn to Scholarship America
for help. Thanks to the support of donors, grantmakers, and organizations around the country, we’re
working toward a future where we can support more students—pursuing more paths to education and
career success—than ever before. In 2025, Scholarship America and our partners focused on several major
innovations to boost our supporters’ impact on students.

Building the Future of Opportunity: 
Investing to Better Serve Students & Sponsors 

Apply once and skip the repeat work

A global profile will save students’ core
application responses, eliminating the need
to re-enter information for every opportunity. 

Be matched to more funding opportunities

Students will be connected to additional
scholarship opportunities they may be
eligible for, increasing their potential funding. 

Track progress throughout the process

Real-time visibility into application status,
award decisions, and payments will keep
students informed from start-to-finish.

Access support when and how they need it

Upgraded communication tools, multilingual
capabilities, accessibility features, and
dedicated customer support will make it easy
for students to get the help they need.

15



Proving the Power of Data: Tracking Outcomes
for Amazon’s Future Engineer Scholarship

As a proof of concept for the DIA initiative, Scholarship
America collaborated with MIT Blueprint Labs to analyze
four years of data from the Amazon Future Engineer
Scholarship. The program provides up to $40,000 over four
years, professional development opportunities, and paid
internships at Amazon.

The research showed that the comprehensive design of the
program meant that recipients: 

Were 28% less likely to need to work while enrolled,
enabling students to focus solely on their education

Received an average of $3,700 more in total financial
aid than their peers

Were 24% more likely to pursue an internship related to
their field of study, supporting their career paths

This evidence of impact on students' educational and
career trajectories helps Scholarship America identify the
program design elements that drive the strongest
outcomes, while giving sponsors a clearer understanding of
the return on their investment. 

As DIA continues to evolve and generate actionable
insights, we'll apply those learnings across our 1,300+
programs, empowering sponsors to make data-informed
decisions that strengthen their programs, deepen their
impact, and improve outcomes for even more students.

Data Insights & Analytics 
For too long, the private scholarship industry has relied on
scattered, inconsistent data to measure effectiveness and
outcomes. Our Data Insights and Analytics (DIA) project is
collecting information and building partnerships to truly
move the needle on building impactful scholarships and
proactively connecting students with award opportunities.

Our thanks to Amazon, the Bloomberg Foundation,
Kresge Foundation, New York Life Foundation, Young
Family Foundation, Gitlab Foundation, Equitable
Foundation, and an anonymous funder for making this
project possible.

“Becoming an Amazon Future
Engineer has been one of the most
transformational and enriching
experiences. 

As a first-year student, I gained
hands-on technical experience with
cutting-edge technologies like AI
and machine learning which are
opportunities I never imagined
would be accessible so early in my
career.”

- Angela Magtoto, Amazon Future   
  Engineer Scholar

Pictured Above: Amazon Future Engineer
Scholar, Angela Magtoto
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Electronic Payment Processing 
                                                  We believe no student should have to overcome another obstacle to receive
                                                  the support they need. That's why we're partnering with Flywire, a global
                                                  tuition management provider, to make support easier to reach.

Today, Scholarship America processes more than 110,000 paper checks each year. As part of our commitment
to continuous innovation, we're transitioning to a primarily electronic payment experience that reflects how
students expect to receive and manage funds while reducing barriers along the way.

Flywire's Scholarship Disbursement solution enables Scholarship America to begin delivering electronic
payments directly to students attending hundreds of colleges and universities that utilize Flywire’s solution,
with that network continuing to grow. 

Scholarship America is built on more than 60 years of
tradition — and that tradition means always exploring
new ways to serve students and sponsors. With your
continued support, the future is limitless. 

Scan the QR code or visit
scholarshipamerica.org/donate to make your gift.

This partnership represents more than a technology upgrade—it's an investment in a better scholarship
experience. Through the coming years, Scholarship America will continue expanding electronic payments.

By modernizing how scholarship funds are delivered, we're making it easier for students to access the support
they've earned while providing sponsors with a faster, more secure, and more transparent payment process.

Benefits for Students

Faster, more reliable access to funds

More flexibility when students’
enrollment plans change 

Real-time payment tracking and status
notifications 

Benefits for Sponsors & Institutions 

Improved visibility and reporting

Fast, secure delivery of scholarship funds
directly to student accounts

Reduced administrative burden and
streamlined payment processing
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The Scholarship America Board of Trustees & Executive
Leadership Team

Board of Trustees

Treasa Bowers  I  Chair
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7-Eleven, Inc. 
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Roll; Treasurer
Entrepreneur

Mike Nylund 
President & CEO, Ex Officio Board Member

Muneera Carr  I  Audit Committee Chair
Executive Vice President, Chief Accounting
Officer, Wells Fargo & Company

Dr. James Dlugos  I  Governance Committee
Chair
President, Landmark College

Deltra Hayes  I  Trustee
Vice President, Benefits, Voya Financial

Alain Karaoglan  I  Trustee
Senior Vice President, New York Life Insurance
Company

Rohit Kumar  I  Trustee
Co-Leader, PwC National Tax Office

Daniel Hae-Dong Lee, Ph. D.  I  Trustee
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Clearinghouse
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Creative Talent Development, Disney
Entertainment Television

Salman Ravala, Esq.  I  Growth Committee
Chair
Founding Partner, Criscione Ravala, LLP

Jeffrey Silverman  I  Trustee
Chief Growth Officer, Financial Services
Alera Group

Executive Team

Mike Nylund
President & CEO, Ex Officio Board Member

Rick Greene
Chief Financial Officer

Abigail Seldin
Chief Growth Officer

Jonell Sanchez
Chief Product & Technology Officer

Kimberly Hanson
Vice President, Student & Partner Success

Jen Menke
Vice President, Human Resources
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