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Doubling Student Success

Emergency Aid at Compton College

At Compton College, a community college in Los Angeles, California, students struggled with
basic needs like food and shelter during the COVID-19 pandemic.

A cohort of 289 students applied for $250 emergency grants, funded by the federal HEERF
program, starting in May 2020, and ninety-two of them received aid through the Edquity (now
Beam) platform.

Following up six months later, the impact was eye-opening: Grant recipients had higher rates
of continuation than non-recipients with similar needs and, as a group, the grant recipients
were twice as likely (22% versus 11%) to cross the finish line and earn credentials by the end
of the academic year.
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Evaluation brief courtesy of Dr. Sara Goldrick-Rab // Press release courtesy of Beam (formerly Edquity)


https://www.compton.edu/index.aspx
https://www.bybeam.co/
https://www.bybeam.co/
https://saragoldrickrab.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/60231471074d5730b3c8bf98_Edquity-Compton-College-Impact-Evaluation-2.8.21-1.pdf
https://saragoldrickrab.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/60231471074d5730b3c8bf98_Edquity-Compton-College-Impact-Evaluation-2.8.21-1.pdf
https://uploads-ssl.webflow.com/5e56bab4a602182939defee3/60254afbb676bbe6ae918201_Edquity_Compton%20College%20Impact%20Release%2002.09.21.pdf
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Details of the study

Doubling student success

Grants were distributed to
recipients using a
proprietary decision
framework developed by
Dr. Sara Goldrick-Rab, then
Edquity’s Chief Strategy
Officer for Emergency Aid,

to assess their need.

The vast majority of grant
recipients were able to
apply for and receive funds
in less than 48 hours.

Making an Impact

At Compton College, 85%
of students are Black or

Latinx and 90% receive
financial aid. The funded
students were selected
through a needs assessment,
a verification process and a
random element to
distribute limited funds.
Economist Drew Anderson,

who has led several rigorous
independent evaluations of

financial aid, conducted the

analysis.

Edquity/Beam’s approach
works 24/7 to assess need
and distribute funds
efficiently and equitably.

Scholarship America, the

nation’s largest designer
and administrator of
scholarship programs, is
proud to be partnering with
Beam to expand the reach,
impact and accessibility of
emergency aid for students
in need.

“To have Compton College in my corner has given me the push | need to be the best | can be,
and | know | can continue to do so much more,” said Shyanne Bradley, a nursing student who
received emergency grant assistance. “I’'m doing this for myself and my children so they can see

that anything is possible if you put your mind to it.”

Ready to learn more?

Contact Scholarship America at 800-537-4180 or scholarshipdesign@scholarshipamerica.org to
discuss how you can contribute or start an emergency aid scholarship fund.


https://www.compton.edu/student-life/success/shyanne-bradley.aspx
https://scholarshipamerica.org/
https://saragoldrickrab.com/
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA101-1.html

