ScholarShop News

Minneapolis Youth Visit National Office

A group of 28 youth from the Park Avenue
Church of Minneapolis visited Scholarship
America on July 23rd. The visit was part of
a college information program offered by the
church. The students visited colleges in the
area, including Gustavus Adolphus College
in St. Peter and Minnesota State University,
Mankato.

While at the national office, the students
and their leaders participated in four
ScholarShop activities, including the
Nametag activity (from ScholarShop Sr.)
and the Jr. activity, Cap and Gown (see
photo on page 2). Students were given the
opportunity to learn about the eight different
smarts through the Multiple Intelligences
Inventory/Smart Circle Activity. Before the
students left, they shared their name poems
and completed nametags with the group.
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Students work on a variety of ScholarShop
activities while visiting the St. Peter Office.
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Congratulations to the Boys and Girls Club
of Indianapolis on 10 years as a Scholar-
Shop site.

Best Practices reporting form now available
on the ScholarShop Portal. Also link to
Make a Difference Day brochure.

Fall info packs will be sent in October. If
your site’s address for deliveries has
changed, please contact the national office
to prevent delays in your shipment.

ScholarShop Portal now available

The national ScholarShop
office is pleased to announce
the ScholarShop Portal is now
available for use by all
ScholarShop sites.

The portal will allow sites to
access a variety of
ScholarShop materials without
having to call the national

office. Visitors will be able to
access updated ScholarShop
forms instantly on-line. Sites
need to be in good standing post ideas, suggestions,

and current on recertification to  questions and best practices.
be eligible to register.

will be available, site staff and
administrators will also be able
to network with other sites and

Please call or email the national
Along with having access to office to register for access to
updated materials, forms and the portal.

other administration materials
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| Have a Dream Foundation Introduces
ParentShop ® to Program Coordinators

In an effort to introduce the ParentShop cur-
riculum to the | Have A Dream Foundation,
Lori Donoho, the Director of Programs, pre-
sented an introductory workshop to the Pro-
gram Coordinators at their annual National
Program Coordinators Conference at
George Washington University in Washing-
ton, DC in August. Program Coordinators
from Colorado, Wisconsin, California, New
York, and Washington took full advantage of
the opportunity to learn how to better equip
their parents to create a college going cul-
ture in their families. The Colorado affiliates
in Denver and Boulder were the lucky par-
ticipants who won the door prize of copies of
ParentShop in English and Spanish. The
curriculum was well received and will be
implemented as a train-the-trainer model. A
follow-up training will be scheduled this fall
for the New York and New Jersey affiliates
who plan to implement the curriculum this

year. (See photo to left, photo by Ray
Llanos)

The “I Have A Dream” Foundation empow-
ers children in low-income communities to
achieve higher education by providing them
with guaranteed tuition support and equip-
ping them with the skills, knowledge, and
habits they need to gain entry to higher edu-
cation and succeed in college and beyond.
Currently more than 4,000 Dreamers are on
the pathway to college in 17 states, Wash-
ington, D.C. and New Zealand, following
some 11,000 Dreamers who came before
them. Many of the Dreamers, the name
given to children in the program, will be the
first in their families to go to college.

Submitted by: Lori Donoho, IHAD Foundation

Recruiting from the Rooftop

More than 60 adults from Indianapolis have
said they will be mentors for academically
promising, economically disadvantaged
students in the Starfish Initiative program, all
the result of Mentor Services Director Bob
Goodrum’s 48-hour stint on the Starfish roof.
The goal of the event was to recruit 48
mentors in 48 hours. By the end of the first 24
hours, Goodrum and Starfish staff had spoken
to more than 30 potential mentors. At 8 a.m.
on Friday, the final tally of verbally committed
mentors was 63.

Goodrum went up to the roof at 8 a.m.,
Wednesday, July 23, and returned to solid
ground at 8 a.m., Friday, July 25. During his 48
hours on the roof, he made phone calls to
potential mentors, talked to visitors on the
ground, sent e-mails on his laptop and ate and
slept on the roof.

“It is exciting that we not only met but
exceeded our goal for potential mentors
recruited during this event,” said Goodrum.
“Trading the comforts of home for a rooftop for
two days was worth it because of the great
community response.”

Recruiting the mentors is part of an overall
expansion of the Starfish Initiative program.
Today, Starfish Initiative serves nearly 100
high school students in Marion County in more
than 20 schools. Each student is matched with
a volunteer, adult mentor who serves as his or
her “college coach.” With the start of the 2008-
09 school year, an additional 100 students will
become Starfish Scholars and be paired with

volunteer mentors, many of whom were
recruited during the past two days.

Starfish Initiative’s mission is to cultivate
promising, economically-disadvantaged,
high school students into college-educated
leaders by providing them with individual
mentors, leadership training, and community
service opportunities. In so doing, it is their
aim to instill in each student the desire to
positively contribute to his or her community.
Starfish was founded in 2003.

For more information or photos of the event,
or for general information about Starfish
Initiative contact Executive Director Joyce
Johnson, (317) 955-7913 or
joyce@starfishinitiative.org. Interview
requests with Goodrum will be
accommodated.

Submitted by Bethany Warner, Starfish Initiative




